[Preliminary performance test in saddle horses (author's transl)].
The study of the literature on a preliminary performance test for saddle horses (stallions) is concerned with European countries. Interest is found to be increasing in the various countries. Performance of the test in the Netherlands (since 1966) is described and the various criteria of evaluation are discussed in detail. The intensity of selection based on this test is referred to. In 1974, it was 78 per cent in the Netherlands. Part of studies on the relationship between some results of testing are reviewed. The traction test shows a very low coefficient of correlation with the other parts of the examination. The contemplated analysis of the results of progeny groups is discussed. In the comment, the fact is stressed that there should be more international co-operation in this field. Finally, the preliminary performance test is considered as part of the criteria adopted in the selection of saddle horses in the future.